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MOMENTUM AGAINST PROPOSED ANGLICAN COVENANT CONTINUES

LONDON — No Anglican Covenant Coalition Moderator, the Revd Dr Lesley Crawley,
responded to the results of today’s voting on the proposed Anglican Covenant by pointing
to the continued momentum against the pact in diocesan synods. “With three of five synods
voting against, it is clear that there continues to be limited appetite for a new Anglicanism
that comprises first- and second-tier members. Many share our concerns that the Covenant
seeks to preserve the Communion by making it into something it has never been and never

should be.”

Dr Crawley pointed to today’s comments from the Bishop of Liverpool, the Rt Revd James
Jones, which effectively articulated the concerns of many faithful Anglicans in England and

around the world. According to Bishop Jones:

“...Far from being the salvation of the Communion the Anglican Covenant would
undermine it. ... Instead of setting us free to engage with a changing world it freezes
us at a given point in our formation, holding us back and making us nervous about
going beyond the boundaries and reaching out into God’s world. ... When we are in
Christ, we are in Christ with everybody else who is in Christ, whether we like it or

not—or them or not.”
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To date, the proposed Anglican Covenant has been approved by 12 dioceses of the Church
of England (Lichfield; Durham; Europe; Bristol; Canterbury; Winchester; Sheffield; Bradford;
Carlisle; Coventry; Chester; Norwich) and rejected by 20 (Wakefield; St Edmundsbury and
Ipswich; Truro; Birmingham; Derby; Gloucester; Portsmouth; Rochester; Salisbury; Leicester;
Sodor and Man; Chelmsford; Hereford; Ripon and Leeds; Bath and Wells; Southwark;
Worcester; Liverpool; Ely; St Albans). Approval by 23 diocesan synods is required for the
Covenant to return to General Synod for further consideration. Rejection by 22 dioceses
would effectively derail approval of the Covenant by the Church of England.
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The No Anglican Covenant Coalition is an international group of Anglicans concerned about
how the proposed Anglican Covenant would radically change the nature of the Anglican
Communion.
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