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MOMENTUM SHIFTING IN ANGLICAN COVENANT DEBATE 

LONDON – With one-third of English dioceses now having voted on the proposed Anglican 

Covenant, leaders of the No Anglican Covenant Coalition are detecting a significant shift in 

momentum.  With last weekend’s clean sweep in Leicester, Portsmouth, Salisbury and 

Rochester, ten dioceses have rejected the Covenant while only five have approved it.   

 

“When we launched the No Anglican Covenant Coalition just 16 months ago, it seemed like 

we were facing impossible odds,” said the Coalition’s Moderator, the Revd Dr Lesley 

Crawley.  “But now the tide appears to be turning.  The more church members learn about 

the Covenant, the less they like it.” 

 

“I’m glad to see how perceptive the diocesan synods have been once well-rounded 

arguments are put to them,” said Coalition Patron and Oxford University Professor Diarmaid 

MacCulloch. “There were two Covenants in the Church of England’s seventeenth-century 

history, and in combination, they destroyed episcopacy until wiser counsels prevailed. It 

appears the dioceses are not interested in helping present-day bishops making it a hat 

trick.” 

 

“It is heartening to see the dioceses rising up to their responsibilities instead of delegating 

their discernment to the House of Bishops and the archbishops,” according to former 

Oxford Professor and General Synod member Marilyn McCord Adams, who now teaches at 

the University of North Carolina.  “Churches come to better decisions when parties feel free 

to disagree.”  Professor McCord Adams is also a Patron of the No Anglican Covenant 

Coalition. 
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To date, the proposed Anglican Covenant has been approved by five dioceses of the Church 

of England (Lichfield; Durham; Europe; Bristol; Canterbury) and rejected by ten (Wakefield; 

St. Edmundsbury and Ipswich; Truro; Birmingham; Derby; Gloucester; Portsmouth; 

Rochester; Salisbury; Leicester).  Approval by 23 diocesan synods is required for the 

Covenant to return to General Synod.  Rejection by 22 dioceses would effectively derail 

approval of the Covenant by the Church of England. 
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The No Anglican Covenant Coalition is an international group of Anglicans concerned about 
how the proposed Anglican Covenant will radically change the nature of the Anglican 
Communion. 
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